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The Introduction of the Western International Law and the
Perception of the Modern International Order in the Modern
Korean Intellectuals

Hyun—Chul Kim | Korea University

This article analyzes how the Korean Intellectuals such as the Progressive Party leaders
adopted the Western international law via the translated Btekents of International Law
(TEE ), which reflects the west-oriented values and the European standards, and how
they perceived the mainstreams of the modern international order. At the transforming period
of the Northeast Asian order, the Progressive intellectuals in Korea showed their determination
and efforts in order to import the Western international law for the purpose of overcoming the
crises surrounding the Korean Peninsular. In the 19th century Chosen, the diverse and
complicated aspects of the Korean perception and policy thinking were divided as follows. For
instance, some Koreans hoped that international law would prevent wars among states and
secure Korea’s independence. Others believed that the norms of international law were
idealistic and the reality of international order was the struggle for power among nations.
Therefore, they refused to adopt international law and modern diplomatic practices. There
were also Progressive Party leaders who tried to guard Korean independence against foreign
interventions and aggressions by utilizing international law.



