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ARSTRACT &

A Literary Understanding on Chosun Politics in Colonial Period II:
With Special Reference to the Cases of Lee Sang and Suh In-Sik

Chong Sung Park  Seowon University

This paper focuses on the analysis of the spirit of the times (Zeifgeist) in the 1930s through
some decadent works of literature especially written by Lee Sang and Suh In-Sik. The works
of Lee had already gained recognition, but those of Suh were rarely discussed and handled
randomly. But this is not to aim for social scientific reconfirmation about main arguments in
the world of literature itself. Rather the goal was to concentrate on the political understanding
for the topics of colonial regret, sedimentation, and intentional regress to the laziness in the
light of works in the 30s’ Lee.

Moreover this study tries to find out an alternative to how we can overcome sentimental and
political limits of the above through writings of Suh in the late 30s. Discourses on the global
way of thinking in modern world derived from the Kyoto School consist also of oriental
liberation, independence of colony, and critics to Japanese imperialism. But this attractive
paradigm could not transcend beyond the wall of militarism before and after Sino-Japanese
War.

However, he had strictly grasped this way of thinking and pushed to the extremity until the
new opening of the 40s. His trial was frustrated by continuous victory of Japan in the process
of transforming Northeast Asian world order. But he had succeeded to overcome in negative
political behavior, e.g. powerlessness, normlessness, alienation from others and also
themselves.

The Beauty of Pathos and Decadence strongly stimulates political reconsideration of

colonial age of the 30s as much as psychological masochism and sentimental compensation for
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historical retrospect. Pathos gave any surviving power for disturbing existence in colonial
motherland, decadence suggested an unprecedented clue for solace in political devastation and
lamentable conditions of endurance. A certain prejudice around the concept of decadence(fin
de siecle) had to be corrected into any connotative meaning of dysphemism. Decadence was a
political excuse for displacement out of unbearable pathos, but in fact it was an attitude of
endurance rather than an opposite of virginity. It was another expression of protest in colonial

Chosun.



