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The 2002 Local Election in South Korea: Testing the Waters?

i

Won-Taeh Kang | soongsi University

This paper examines voting behaviors in the 2002 local elections. A main research question
here is whether voters tend to see local elections as dress rehearsals of the upcoming
presidential election which was only 6 months away. The findings were that in spite of time
proximity voters regarded the local elections as an opportunity to express their dissatisfaction
toward the incumbent president, not as a political rehearsal. However, electoral consequences

made some unintended effects to presidential candidates.

Keywords: local election, presidential election, mid-term election, voting behavior



