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Electoral Politics and Multi-Member
Districts in 2006 Local Election

Seon-hyu bo " Blectoral Training Institute

This paper analyzes political effects of the adoption of the new election system, with an
emphasis on Multi-Member Districts in the 2006 local election. First, we analyze redistricting
process, political results in the introduction of the Medium-sized District System. In relation to
election results, we intend to examine advantages and disadvantages among parties by
comparing Gyeonggi province with Gyeongsang province through distributions of winning
seats. Finally, we also analyze institutional influences or effects of change on an electoral
system. National distribution of assembly seat in two-three council members, the local
councilor election analysis shows that there is a monopoly of assembly seat constituencies
which one party keeps all of assembly seat in two council members. And in three-member one,
there are more than 60% which are constituencies that one party has 2 seats, the other party
having 1 seat, of all other constituencies;? The Grand-National Party has the most seats, with
the monopoly of a constituency or a constituency in which it holds 2 seats. Local election
results according to an analysis show that party seats in the Gyeonggi-do area, there is a
monopoly constituency? the Grand National Party has all seats in two council members - and
35% of all two-member ones. Constituency divided evenly? with the Grand National Party
having 1 seat, Uri Party having 1 seat ? makes up 60% of all constituencies. This ratio is higher
than the national ratio of 56.6%. These results of the Gyeongsang area tell us that medium-
constituency does not lead to multiparty system by a winning seat structure among parties but

rather a promotion of monopoly of seats by the Grand National Party. In two?member councils
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or three-member ones, the ratio of monopoly seats by the Grand National Party is very high. In
view of the results thus achieved, the redistricting process- four-member councils dividing into
two-member ones - may be effective. This election informs us that political effect of the
Medium-sized District System is very different by regional political conditions. Institutional
effect is seen very differently in the Gyeongsang area, which gives it comparative advantage.
Considering the regional political condition that most areas gain comparative advantage except
for the Jeonnam area, adoption of the Medium-sized District System may take a favorable turn

for the Grand National Party.

Keywords: local election, multi-member districts, electoral politics, electoral system,

institutional influences



