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ARSTRACT |

Ideological Resources for the Integration of Two Koreas

Honglim Ayu  seq National University

The integration of two Koreas as a complicated process involves manifold issues and
concerns: political legitimacy should be ascertained through rational justification in public, the
prospects of mutual economic benefits need to be shared, and the efforts to build up a new
national identity cannot be neglected. Moreover, it requires institutional and procedural
arrangements for dealing with both conflicts of interest and discords of cultural traits. In order
to come up with more relevant and plausible ways of settling rather permanent peace in the
Korean peninsula, the relationship between two Koreas should be approached from the
perspective of ‘integration as a process,” which includes exchanges of many kinds, cooperation
in diverse areas, peace agreement, and finally political unification.

Ideological and theoretical resources for facilitating the integration of two Koreas can be
provided by examining the contemporary discourses on political and socio-cultural integration.
Rather than formulating a monolithic ideological scheme for unification, this paper attempts to
articulate some of constitutional essentials which should be incorporated in the process of
integration. It thus focuses upon the political implications of minimalist ethics in justifying
basic rights, nationalism as a normative basis of mutual trust and solidarity, the structural
principles of democratic republicanism, and the politics of multiculturalism. By discussing
these theoretical trends, we can have a better grasp of what are at stake in the process of

integration.

Keywords: integration, unification, minimalist ethics, nationalism, democratic

republicanism, the politics of multiculturalism



