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The Political Activity of the Korean Confederation of
Trade Union and Labour

Young Su Kim  Gyeongsang National University

The Confederation of Trade Union(KCTU) starte to engage in political activities to form the
power tesources of labor class after the general strike in December, 1996. After forming the
Democratic Labor Party initiatively, the KCTU succeeded in going into a local assembly
through local election, 2000, and led the candidates of the Korean Democratic Labor Party to
advance into the National Assembly in the general election of April, 2004. But the political
activities of the KCTU have been partial and have been done in dual structure. That is, the
political activities between the central executive committee and regional workplace tend to be
separated. For example, the Korean Democratic Labor Party has not substantially performed
policy decisions of the central executive committee in regional workplaces. Even though the
KCTU could strengthen the power resource concerning election by struggling for participating
in the National Assembly, it could not form the power resource needed for mass struggle. As a
result, the members tend to accomplish their demands by depending on the Korean
Democratic Labor Party rather than by depending on mass struggle. This causes the political
struggle of the members to be limited to Assembly, and the members not to regard mass

struggle as political activity.

Keywords: KCTU, DLP, National Assembly, political mass struggle, class consciousness



