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Comparative Studies of the Social Capital among Korea, Taiwan
and Japan: With a Focus on Trust in Cluster

Haeran Lim  geqy National University

The study is designed to explore and compare sources of trust, as an important component
of social capital among Korea, Taiwan and Japan. It is argued that trust engenders innovation
for economic development. Trust could be a product of culture based on common values. If
trust is seen as a reflection of culture, societies without trust are doomed to suffer from the
negative effects of low trust and it may seem difficult to create when there is none. However,
trust can be built even between individuals who share no values beyond their narrow business
goals. In the sense, trust could be seen as a product of institutions as well. In Taiwan, there
exists a network ajuanxias a product of culture. The government focused on the indirect role
of providing basic infrastructures in cluster and also tried to build formal, informal network
among actors sharing no common values. The government in Japan put more emphasis on the
direct role of creating networks among diverse actors in cluster. In Korea, government has
failed in establishing various networks to improve the level of trust in cluster. Since the trust
comes from the social ties such as blood, school and region, trust beyond these ties remains
low. The Korean government should have played different roles in suggesting various
measures for networks of interaction among diverse actors such as research institutes,

universities, and venture companies.

Keywords: social capital, trust, cluster, network, government, culture



