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ARSTRACT §

Issues and Approaches in Northeast Asian Energy Cooperation:
Agenda-Setting in International Political Economy

lae-5eung Lee g0 University

As Northeast Asian energy cooperation received an increased attention, a series of research
on this issue have been published in recent years. This study tries to do a literature review on
domestic research about Northeast Asian energy cooperation and analyzes major issues in
these studies from the perspective of international political economy. Individual country/
bilateral, and multilateral relations were used as criteria to categorize these researches in the
literature review section. The volume of research on Northeast Asian energy cooperation was
substantial, considering that the issue itself was a recent one. However, many researchers show
the lack of rigorous theoretical framework and the overlap of agenda while insisting the
necessity of energy cooperation. There are several contrasting factors in Northeast Asian
energy cooperation stemming from the nature of energy issue itself and geopolitical factors in
Northeast Asia. Political interest versus economic interest, cooperation versus competition, and
reshuffling of alliance were discussed as major contenting agenda in Northeast Asian energy
cooperation. This study suggests more advanced research agenda by setting a more concrete
framework in actor, agenda, scope, method, connection, and theory of Northeast Asian energy

cooperation.

Keywords: Northeast Asia, energy, bilateral cooperation, multilateral cooperation,

international political economy, agenda-setting



