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ARSTRACT W1

Conflicts in Reality and Desire for Consensus

Byoung-Kwon Sohn
Sangjoon Ka

Chung-Ang University

Dankook University

Many conflicts over interests exist among political parties within the National Assembly.
Nevertheless, they have always resorted to a principle of consensus in dealing with their own
problems due to circumstantial demands. This paper aims at examining, through
questionnaires, Korean congressmen’s understanding of their decision-making process for
congressional operation and their perspective on the issue. In particular, this research attempts
to find out which system is preferable between majoritarian decision making and consensual
decision making.

A significant finding is that quite a few lawmakers prefer “decision by majority”, which is
thought to be a byproduct of confrontation among political parties, but still a majority of them
prefers “decision by consensus”. This tendency is well reflected in their opinion on the
distribution of the chairmen in standing committees. It also indicates that they can hardly
manage the Assembly affairs smoothly without consensus among themselves. As a result, the
research advocates consensus rather than confrontation for productive congressional operation

and wise decision-making within the Assembly.

Keywords: Decision by majority, Decision by consensus, Congressional operation,

Decision-making process, Standing committees





