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ABSTRACT W |

The Formation of German Political Science and its Historical
Development: Focusing on its Relation with the Reform
of the University System

Soon-Yong Chai | Seoul National University

Traditionally, in Germany, political study was usually a field within the faculty of law,
philosophy, history or sociology. Political science became an independent faculty in German
universities after World War II, under the political influence of the US. The sudden
introduction of political science in German universities by the political power triggered heated
debate and discords among the scholars. The controversy on the correct translation of political
science in German, the confrontation between empirical. descriptive research and
philosophical, normative research in the 1950°s, and the debate on political methodology in
the 1970’s on behavioristic and scientific research, introduced and influenced by social science
in the US, are examples. Political science, one of the most sensitive fields to political changes,
often finds itself at the center of dispute concerning its academic identity. Political changes in
Germany and ensuing reforms in the university system triggered on-going debates on the
identity, methodology of political science and the academic relationship with other faculty.
The radical reform of the university system due to the Bologna process being pursued under
the pressure of globalization, provoked the controversy between the traditional integrated and
philosophical research and the empirical and specialized scientific research. German political
science today faces the challenge of finding a new identity. It is worth to take note that this is

not a challenge confined to German political science.

Keywords: German political science, American political science, identity of political

science, globalization, reform of the university system



