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ABSTRACT

Ideological Characteristics
of the 18th National Assembly

Sangjoon Ka | Dankook University

The study aims at comparing partisan ideology of the 18th National Assembly with
the 17th National Assembly’s to explore conservatism of the 18th National Assembly, In
particular, it is of interest to see ideological differences between the two Assemblies in
terms of region, legislators’ experiences, and the rule of candidate selection. Likewise,
the purpose of the study is to test whether legislator's ideology is stable or changeable by
examining reelected legislators whose ideology have been measured twice. Analytical
results show that the Grand National Party (GNP) solely contributes to ideological changes
of the 18th National Assembly. Also, ideological changes of the reelected GNP members
play a significant role in strengthening GNP's conservatism. The results interestingly find
that changes of Democratic Party legislators’ ideology in the Metropolitan area are also
notable. Ideological approaches to legislators and Congress provides an opportunity to
foresee the direction of policy-making and the conflictual level between parties in Congress;
however, the study on ideology is not still sufficient. In researching characteristics of
Congress and legislators’ activities, ideology provides basic and meaningful data. Therefore,

we should make efforts to measure and analyze ideology of legislators more precisely.

Keywords: 18th National Assembly, 17th National Assembly, ideology, Conservatism,
Grand National Party, Democratic Party





