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ABSTRACT

Korean-style Political Science:

Its Issues and Practical Approaches

Yung-Myung Kim | Hallym University

There is no dearth of discourses on political science, Korean style, but they generally
lack inner-discussions on related issues. Also, the discourses do not develop into scholarly
studies. This article discusses some of those issues which we find more fundamental,
and seek an effective way to reach the end, by suggesting to adopt what might be called
a “pragmatic approach” as compared with a more “fundamental” one. This approach,
rather than turning completely away from mainstream political science, aims at building
theoretical frameworks explaining the particularities of Korean or Korea-related politics,
leaving more “universal” issues to mainstream political science studies. This is a rather
step-by-step approach toward achieving the Korean-ness of political science, dealing with
specifically Korean nature of Korean politics and establishing their own perspectives on
various political issues, domestic or international. This effort may fill the gap found in
the existing political science studies which generally neglect the Korean particularities
of political phenomena, their issues and perspectives as well. We do find some efforts
on actually undertaking such endeavors, but they exist only in isolation without being
accumulated. Korean political scientists need to take more effort on developing the “Korean”

studies of political science, stepping beyond merely repeating discourses on their necessity.

Keywords: self-relevant studies, fundamental approach, pragmatic approach, universality,
particularity





