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ABSTRACT

The Fundamental Language of Contemporary Korean Politics:
Crisis of the State, Reform of the State, and the Advanced Country

Jung In Kang | Sogang University
Seung Hyun Jung | Sogang University

The purpose of this paper is to identify the fundamental language which has constructed
and shaped the basic scenes of contemporary Korean politics, and to trace how it has
affected the discourses and the reality of Korean politics since 1960s. We explored how
the language, the crisis of the state, has been used by two authoritarian regimes (Park,
Chung Hee and Chun, Doo Hwan) and Korean conservatists of the 21* century, as these
two groups have repeatedly exploited the crisis of the state discourses to legitimize their
political positionings and to mobilize Koreans. These discourses have dominated the basic
contents of Korean political language, shaped the certain aspects of political mentality of
Koreans, and eventually influenced the politics of Korea both negatively and positively
since 1960s. We especially explained the details of the discourses, their political functions
and their usefulness. We also sought to show what has made contemporary Korean political
thought unique, and what needs to be made to conceptualize the political experiences of

contemporary Korea beyond Eurocentrism.

Keywords: crisis of the state, reform, advanced state, authoritarianism, conservatism





