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ABSTRACT

A Critique on the Inflexible Responses of Kim Young Sam
Administration to North Korean Nuclear Crisis

Yong Soo Park | Yonsei University

The Kim Young Sam administration faced not only the peak of crisis but also the biggest
opportunity for settlement of the North Korean problem after the Korean War. On the
one hand there was the first official US-DPRK agreement, on the other hand the Nuclear
Crisis arose just before the military crash in the Korean Peninsula. In these circumstances
the Korean Government kept its inflexible conservative position, which was not lack of
consistency as many studies argued as a main reason of the failure of the Kim Young Sam
administration’s foreign policy. The purpose of Kim’s inflexible conservative responses
were to secure its autonomy to the US and initiative about the North Korean nuclear
problem. It seems that the Kim Young Sam administration took more autonomy and

initiative, but made the ROK-US or ROK-DPRK relations uneasier.

Keywords: Kim Young Sam, presidential leadership, North Korean nuclear crisis,

inflexibility, consistency, ROK-US Relation





