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ABSTRACT

A Study of the King Young-jo’s Notion
on the Law and People:
Focused on the Judicial Precedents

Hyun Mo Park | The Academy of Korean Studies

King Young-jo, the 21st king of Chosun Dynasty, adjudicated upon the 130 cases of mur-
der during his reign (1724-1776). The characteristics of judicial verdicts are as follow: First,
he, on the one hand, sentenced to severe punishment on the prisoners who had transgressed
moral laws and committed the treacherous behavior. On the other hand, he demanded a
mild punishment for the livelihood crimes. Second, he lay more stress on the social morale
than on the mechanical application of law. He worked hard to realize ‘humane and also just

community rather than only just society.

Keywords: King Young-jo, judicial decision, ‘humane and also just’ community, liveli-

hood crimes





