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ABSTRACT

The Ethics of Global Citizen:

In Terms of Hans Kiing and Emmanuel Levinas

Dongsoo Lee | Kyung Hee University

Global ethics is desperately needed in the age of globalization in which the diversity
of conflicts and clashes frequently occurs. The arguments of Hans Kiing and Emmanuel
Levinas are helpful for its understanding. Above all, Kiing sees that global ethics as the
minimal principle for global citizens may be established by incarnating religious attitudes.
In other words, men may be ethical when they have the piety to the transcendental God
toward whom the individual man exceeds himself. In the real world, however, the basic
problem lies in the fact that the transcendental religions are conflicting and even fighting
each other. Therefore, the first thing to do is to have dialogues among religions, without
which there is no peace. On the other hand, Levinas contends that violences in the modern
world are theoretically derived from the concept of ‘modern subject’ that pursues unity
and totality. In order to overcome them, therefore, we have to repudiate the modern
epistemology in which [ reduce others to my own representation, and to accept the idea
that others are recognized as others themselves in my ‘jouissance’ of the world. In such an
attitude I am infinitely responsible for the others, and I and others will make the concept of
‘we.’ The ideas of Kiing and Levinas are very insightful, but in a sense unsatisfiable because
they do not take into account the political that lies ahead of the ethical. Ethics as that which
are relational among men is achievable when political democracy proceeds in the real

world.

Keywords: globalization, global citizen, global ethics, Kiing, Levinas





