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ABSTRACT

Regional Cleavage and Electoral System:
New Direction of Institutional Reforms

Man Heum Kim | The Korean Academy of Politics & Leadership

This article is a study on the electoral system reform, which intends to improve the func-
tion of Korean electoral politics. The korean politics of regional cleavage is out of harmony
with democratic integration. Regional monopoly system of political parties disturbs demo-
cratic party politics, and makes Korean politics a game of all or nothing with winner-takes-
all power structure. It needs to reform the winner-takes-all system in local and national
level. Korean presidential system is the key task to reform the winner-takes-all system. But
this study focuses on parliamentary election and party system. It reexamines the existing
alternative ideas of electoral institution critically, parallel system like Japan's or Germany’s.
And It supposes the abolition of numerical order system that assign priority to the major
parties, as a new direction of electral system reform. And, if in need, next-in-line system
may be adopted. It is the system that parties are allowed to present lists that give equal
rankings to some or all of those candidates who are nominated both on a party list and for
an SMD (Single-Member District), the final ranking of the SMD losers on the PR (Propor-
tional Representation) list is determined by how well each polled in comparison to the win-

ner in that district.

Keywords: regional cleavage, electoral system, Korean politics, party politics





