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ABSTRACT

Research on the Opposition during the Realignment of
Political Parties (1990~1995):

Focusing on District Party Chapters of Democratic Party in
Chungju and Jungwon

Sang Ho Jeong | MyongJi University

From 1988 to 1995, the system of political parties was fundamentally reformed, including
the three-party merger and the legal and institutional environment. Despite changes in the
external environment, however, the function, role and operation of the district party chapter
remained substantially unchanged. District party chapters were more dependent on the
central party for educating their party members, with the relationship between district party
chapters and the central party being approximate to a top-down subordinate relationship.
One of the most important functions of district party chapters at the time was to mobilize
people in preparation for elections. In the meantime, the power of the district party chapter
chairman was immense. He could appoint district party chapter delegates, central delegates,
standing members, party members and even affect the selection process of candidates for
local municipal elections and local parliament. This was possible since party members’
participation was systematically restricted and the chairman himself had to cover the
financial costs of running the district party chapter. The most significant outcome for this
study is to identify that one of the core missions in reforming political partics is to strengthen
the connection between voluntary political organizations and their supporters, and grass-root

organizations. Unfortunately, this problem has remained unsolved for 20 years.

Keywords: realignment, political parties, role and operation of district party chapters,
party membership, financial structure





