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Partisan Influence on Congressional Voting:
In Cases of the 17th Korean National Assembly

Kap-Yun Lee | Sogang Uniersity
Hyeon-Woo Lee | Sogang University

This paper analyzes the factors influencing voting decisions of members of Korean
National Assembly regarding to controversial bills on the floor. Especially it focuses on the
factors to determine the differences between ideological and roll-call voting positions. We
select 67 controversial bills judged by 5 different scholars. Based on the basic statistical
analysis, it turns out that the most conservative party is the Grand National Party and that
the Democratic Party is the next. Another finding is that there is no significant difference
in the voting positions between the Uri Party and the Democratic Labor Party which is
considered as the most radical one,

Standardizing scores of voting positions and ideological attitudes reveal that voting scores
of new members and members of proportional representation of GNP show relatively
little difference from those of their party leaders. Difference of scores between voting and
ideology of new members and proportional representatives is obvious, which implies that
their voting is heavily determined by the intention of the party leaders. More importantly,
regression analyses display that members of the National Assembly who scored big
differences between voting and ideology are more likely to converge to the average scores

of their parties.

Keywords: congressional voting, congressional ideology, roll-call voting, determinants

of congressional voting





