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ABSTRACT

Power of King and the People in the Dachan Empire:
Focusing on the Theory of Sovereignty

Hakyoung Lee | Seoul National University

This study aims to analyze arguments over the power of king and the people in the early
twentieth-century Korea. Particularly focusing on the theory of sovereignty, this study
reveals how the political authority in the Dachan Empire (1897-1910) was redefined.
Although this was a significant period in the history of Korea, controversy remains over
how to examine the political characteristics and developments during that time. Previous
studies generally adopted the analytical framework of the western “modernity” model,
which overemphasizes the conflicting features between the power of king and that of the
people. Against the backdrop, this paper examines the seemingly contradictory power
relationship in terms of sovereignty, underlining the political circumstances both at home
and abroad. This analysis not only provides us with a better understanding of the Dachan
Empire, but also allows us to clarify distinct political developments in Korea facing new

domestic and international political orders.

Keywords: the Dachan Empire, Power of King, Power of the People, Sovereignty



