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ABSTRACT

The Military Regime and Political Transparency

of the Goryeo Dynasty:

An Introductory Study on the Extracted Concept of Political
Transparency from Korean Traditional Society

Hee Ju Lee | Seokyeong University

This study seeks to establish a sense of political transparency grounded in Korean values
and tradition through a discussion of the ‘military regime and political transparency of the
Goryeo Dynasty.” In Goryeo society, political transparency was formed from within the
values of the ruling class. Moreover, such a comparison shows that the form was stimulated
within the ideological boundaries and the political system of Confucianism. This study
attempts to analyze political transparency of the Goryeo Dynasty and the military regime by
three aspects: first, the political transparency associated with the king failed, mainly because
of the d’état by army officers; second, after seizing power, the governing philosophy of the
military regime broke away from of the ideology and political system of Confucianism,
which led to disruptions in the political transparency; and third, in spite of these two previous
facts, the ruling outlook and justification of the military leaders retained an abstract form
shaped by Confucianism. The military regime played a negative role by monopolizing the
scope of the ruling and harming the political transparency at the same time. However, there
is a positive aspect of the military regime. It expanded the ruling powers and, subsequently,
it helped to foster the Neo-Confucianism Reformation. In particular, the expansion of
the ruling powers indicates that more people could participate within the boundary of the
political transparency. As concerns the overall balance of power of Goryeo society, historians

now consider that the military regime contributed some good effects.
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