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It was the day I fired my weapon without thinking and making eye
contact with the Chinese soldier cowering in a snow cave along the trail
I'd kike to forget that day, but I cant. It was a starless night when we
dumped Chic in the snow, covered him with branches, and listened to the
words of the skipper but didn't hear them (Granfield 81).
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The war in Korea wasn't a very noisy affair. Labeled a “police action,”
it was regarded as necessary but not glamorous. No battle hymns stirred
America’s soul, and when the conflict ended 50 years ago, it was with a

whimper. But while no one was looking and few were listening, almost 3
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million people perished in its quiet horror, and I came home with a wound

on my soul that will never heal (Martinez 1).
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As he understood them, they had come to Korea armored in their own
superiority to correct the political situation of a nation older than their own
god. This amused, rather than angered, although it did anger that so many of
the Americans regarded him and his countrymen as barbaric subhumans.
The Tunguisic Koreans, a people who had invented movable type and the
phonetic alphabet, who had devised the suspension bridge and astronomical
instruments to fix the stars in their courses, and the compass and the
armored ship. Barbarians? Ha (Hickey 157).
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Do you realize, Comrade, the implications of the weapon that has been
placed at your disposal? A normally-conditioned American, who has been
trained to kill and then to have no memory of having killed. Without
memory of his deed, he cannot possibly feel guilt. Nobody, of course, has
any reason to fear being caught. Having been relieved of those uniquely
American symptoms, guilt and fear, he cannot possibly give himself away.
Ah, now Raymond Shaw will remain an outwardly-normal, productive, so~
ber, and respected member of community. And I should say, if properly
used, entirely police-proof (¢1-&x}e] 7%)6)
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o] 2rEsheh”(With all of that precision in psychological design, the most admirable,
the most far-reaching characteristic of this extraordinary technology of mine is the
manner in which it provides for the refueling of the conditioning, and this factor will
operate whatever the subject may be and utterly independently of my voice or any
assumed reality of my personal control. Condon 53-54).
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With great distance, however, the film seems more striking for its root-
edness in its own time than for its ability to pre-empt the future. The
Manchurian Candidate may play a game of ‘crazy ping pong’ with ‘the
contradictions of Cold War ideology, but it does not resolve these
contradictions. As such and in its treatment of the brainwashing theme, its
attack on momism and its simultaneous rejection-come-justification of
McCarthyism, the film exhibits a ‘Tadical conservatism’ which typified a
particular moment in American cultural history —one profoundly influenced

by the Korean POW experience (Carruthers 87).
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Vietnam War representation, particularly in fiction, underscores. and re-

g:o

flects the view that there were discontinuities in national purpose and the
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nature of the warriors’ experiences, imaging it the “unique” war on many
levels. However, an examination of Korean War fiction goes a long way
towards demythologizing the uniqueness of Vietnam by offering striking
parallels and by placing Vietnam experience in a larger context of Asian

misadventure (Jason 109).
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[Abstract)

Repressed Racial Fear: American Culture and the
Ideologization of Korean War

Woosung Kang
(Hansung University)

This paper tries to clarify and explicate the implications of the ideologization of
Korean War in American culture, devlving into the deep-seated guilt and fear of
American POW experiences in the so called “forgotten war.” Caught between
the national heores of World War Il and the wounded but self-determined
veterans of Vietnam War, POWs of Korean War have been treated as nuisance,
or even a national trauma; their experience was neither properly acknowledged
nor entirely repressed. Korean War has been down-sized when it was culturally
necessary to forget how they failed in Asian misadventures, but forcefully
represented as a significant event to start off the long and complicated drama of
Cold War and the happy outcome thereof. Especially, Korean War films like
Manchurian Candidate subtly demonstrates how Korean War has been accepted
and at the same time repressed in American culture as a contradictory but
threatening affair which is chielfy concerned with racial as well as red fear
towards the Asian communist Other. The film brilliantly shows that Korean war
is not entirely forgotten but remains to this day a distorted image, or a poweful
ideology in service of racial containment in American cultural politics. Still, the
film unexpectedly illustrates how Korean War would work as an ideologized
image in American culture, a far more fancy ghost than the Vietnamese
counterpart for the obliteration of national trauma at the time of cultural crisis.
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