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[Abstract]

Animal Rights and Language of Wild Nature:

An Ecocritical Approach
Focused on Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea,
Leopold’s “Thinking Like a Mountain,”
Snyder’s The Practice of the Wild, and Thimaera’s The Whale Rider

Gyu Han Kang
(Kookmin University)

Anti-anthropocentricism has been a key idea of ecocriticism, which has brought
into light such anti-anthropocentric ecocritical discourses as Roderick Nash’s
‘rights of nature’. The animal rights movement and discourses can be understood
as an application of Nash’s theory into animals. According to the animal rights
discourses, speciesism cannot be accepted in the same way as racism and sexism.
The rights of nature which are applied to non-human beings are placed in one
dimension and human rights which by definition exclusively cover human beings
and their society are in another. The difference leads to significant issues,
particularly in relation to the question of hunting and fishing. The dilemma of
killing animals as ‘friends’ and ‘brothers’ is vividly portrayed and its resolution
is meaningfully attempted in Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea and
Aldo Leopold’s “Thinking Like a Mountain.” In these two narratives, the
possibility of going beyond the restricted anthropocentricism and into wild
nature is suggested. Listening carefully to the words of the wild nature is
required to step into wild nature. The significance of the language of wild nature
can be grasped in Gary Snyder’s The Practice of the Wild, and its possibility of
transcending the Western philosophical tradition is raised together with concrete
examples in Witi [himaera’s The Whale Rider.

F A o] (Key Words)
% Edel(animal rights), A BB} (ecocriticism), ¢17+3 45 2](homopocentric-
ism), Ab*¢(hunting), 2141 2] ¢lo(language of wild nature)



