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Press of Virginia, 1991).

7) Robert S. Tilton, Pocahontas: The Evolution of an American Narrative (New York:
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21: 3 (Spring, 1996), pp. 551-533.
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8) Helen C. Rountree, Pocahontas, Powhatan, Opechancanough’ Three Indion Lives
Changed by Jamestown (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2005), p. 81.

9) Philip L. Barbour, Pocahontas and Her World (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1970), pp.
24-5.

10) Rountree, Pocahontas, Powhatan, Opechancanough, pp. 79-80.

11) James Hom, A Land as God Made It: Jamestown and the Birth of America (New
York: Basic Books, 2005); Frances Mossiker, Pocahontas: The Life and the Legend
(New York: Da Capo Press, 1996); Jean Fritz, The Double Life of Pocahontas (New
York: C. P. Putnam'’s Sons, 1983); LeMay, Did Pocahontas Save Captain John Smith.

12) Karen Ordahl Kupperman, introduction to Cuptain John Smith: A Select Edition of
His Writings (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1988), p. 58.
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13) Smith, Complete Works, 3: pp. 41, 186-88, 200, 201; Rountree, Pocahontas, Powhatan,
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34) Kathleen M. Brown, Good Wives Nasty Wenches and Anxious Patriarchs (Univ. of
North Carolina Press, 1996), pp. 42-43; Barbour, Pocghontas and Her World, pp.
175-6, 179; Robertson, “Pocahontas at the Masque,” pp. 573-7.
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37) Brown, Good Wives Nasty Wenches and Anxious Patriarchs, 6.
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38) Smith, Complete Works, 2: p. 182.
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41) Clyde Robert Bulla, Pocahontas and the Strangers, Scholastic Biography (New york:
Scholastic, 1971); Carol Greene, Pocahontas: Daughter of a Chief, Rookie Biography
(Chicago: Children’s Press, 1988); Kate Jassem, Pocghontas: Girl of Jamestown (Mahwah:
Troll, 1979); Jean Fritz, The Double Life of Pocahontas (New York: Puffin, 1987).
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44) Clara Sue Kidwell, “Indian Women as Cultural Mediators,” Ethnohistory 39: 2 (Spring
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Gender and Race in the Pocahontas Narratives

Jaein Choi
(Seoul National University)

This is a study of Pocahontas narratives which include the historical analyses,
popular novels and film. English writers have given several different accounts of
the same native American, Pocahontas for 400 years. The various stories of
Pocahontas have reflected the Americans’ perception of race and gender.

Pocahontas did not leave the record. It was the Englishmen who wrote about the
Pocahontas when she was alive. From the beginning, the documents about
Pocahontas exhibit the White men’s perspectives rather than her thoughts and
intentions. Being taken prisoner by Englishmen, Pocahontas herself was used to
the advantage of Englishmen. After her death, she became famous for her rescue of
Captain John Smith, the reality of which has been in doubt among the scholars.
In the West frontier, Pocahontas narratives gave the courage and confidence to
the people who were in fear of the natives. In the middle of the 19th century the
South used the Pocahontas narrative and Jamestown history to claim the origin
and legitimacy of American history against the Massachusetts Pilgrims.

From the latter half of the 20th century, multiculturalism and feminism
influence the narratives. Disney’s animation film Pocahontas reflects more or
less the public discourses on race, gender and environment. But the film neglects
the historical fact that Pocahontas was captured by Englishmen to be a prisoner
for a long time. To overcome the White men’s ethnocentrism, it is necessary for
American society to acknowledge the European Americans’ violent and barbarous
history. Not a myth but the history of Pocahontas could be the way to face it.

A o] (Key Words)
¥ 7} E e}~ (Pocahontas), )Y~ El&(Jamestown), ¥F9(native Americans),
3l & (race), 4 ti(gender)



