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m Abstract

Frequency of South Korean Elementary Students’
Out—-of-School Literacy Practices, Reasons for Them, and
Their Self-Evaluation

Chung, Hye-seung - Min, Byeong-gon - Sohn, Won—sook -
Jeong, Hyeon-seon - Kim, Jeong-ja

The purpose of this research is to discuss the characteristics of elementary
school students’ out-of-school literacy practices. This research is based on a
large-scale survey of 5,110 children from third to sixth grade in 13 elementary
schools in Gyeonggi-do and Incheon, South Korea, focusing on how frequently
they read and write out of school over the course of a month, why they read
and write voluntarily, and to what degree they evaluate their own out-of-school
literacy practices. The main results are as follows. First, older students
(upper—graders), boys, and rural residents engaged in out-of-school literacy
practices less frequently than younger students, girls, and city-dwellers. Second,
the students wrote less than they read and found writing less pleasurable than
reading. Third, the pleasure students took in reading and writing was found to
be the most significant reason affecting the frequency of their voluntary reading
and writing. The results of this research show that the more pleasurable the
students find reading and writing, the more they read and write voluntarily,

emphasizing the importance of students’ pleasure in in—school literacy practices.

[key words] literacy, literacy practices, out-of-school literacy practices, voluntary

literacy practices, reading, writing, South Korean education



