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The Transnational Movement for Medical Treatment
of Russian Patients in the Far East

- With a focus on the phenomenon of medical tourism to South Korea -

Dongsoo Kim
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Abstract : Today's phenomenon of global medical tourism can be a subject of geographical research since it
involves the spatial scope expansion of medical service and the resulting transnational movement of
patients. Especially, the conditions of a medical environment in a certain region can be understood through
its spatial attributes to facilitate the ‘push’ and ‘pull’ of patients. In that sense, this study set out to
investigate the deteriorated medical environments of Russia in the Far East through its medical tourists
visiting South Korea and the expansion of medical service area globally. The research findings were as
follows: First, the Far East area of Russia is a blind spot for medical service characterized by overall
deteriorated medical environments and poor public health. Thus, the patient groups of certain income level
are thus looking for the rationality of proper medical service at high-grade medical institutions in
neighboring nations, moving out of the country's medical environments. Second, the Russian patients in the
Far East visiting South Korea for medical tourism focus on purely medical purpose with the attributes of
tourism excluded. And they also occupy space usually in large cities including Seoul and Busan because of
the reliability and stability of certain space. Their strong preference for large-scale medical institutions can
be understood as an attempt to compensate for the low access to high-grade medical service in their
residential areas and restriction of high-grade treatment in their home country. Finally, the deteriorated
medical environments of Russia in the Far East and the geographical limitations of movement among cities
in the Russian territory have caused patients to go overseas for treatment. Meanwhile, psychological
proximity has served as a powerful judgment for them with the geographical proximity to set the second

best medical service area and endure a movement to the destination for treatment.

Key Words : Medical Environment, The Far East Region in Russia, Movement for Medical Treatment, Push
and Pull Factor
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