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ABSTRACT

Education Welfare and American Federalism

Okyeon Yi / Seoul National University

In this paper, I propose to explore the political sociological aspect of federalism in
education welfare in America. Specifically, I intend to illuminate the misfit between federal
system and federal society by providing the historiography of education welfare in U. S. In
doing so, I plan to put emphasis on the role of societal factors, or more precisely, the
ethno-linguistic patterns, in influencing the workings of the American federal system. Unlike
other federal states, U.S. eventually evolved into a symmetrical federalism in education
welfare where the federal demarcations were drawn independently of the underlying social
structure despite her lack of ethno-linguistic homogeneity. In this paper, I first contrast across
7 federal states and strive to explicate how American federalism stands apart from her
counterparts. Then, I look into how the meager federal department of education occasionally
but gradually managed to tread on states’ right in providing education and education welfare.

I conclude by putting the American education welfare in perspective.

Key Words: U.S., Federal System, Federal Society, Congruence, Education Welfare
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