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ABSTRACT

On the Deontological Conception of Epistemic

Justification: A Criticism and an Alternative

Lee, Hae-Wan

This paper critically reviews two recently proposed, duty-based
understandings on epistemic justification, one by Beong-Deok Lee and
the other by Il-Hwan Rim. Having difficulty in securing truth-
conduciveness has been the major weakness of such deontological
conceptions of justification. The fact that beliefs are formed involuntarily
also casts a serious doubt on the concepts of epistemic duty. [ argue that,
unfortunately, those two new suggestions by Lee and by Rim still cannot
live up to their billings by being susceptible to these already known
attacks. Lee’s attempt to directly connect duty to truth-conduciveness
fails, and Rim’s dependence on the concept of weak epistemic duty
cannot circumvent the criticism of involuntarism, as he has intended.

On the basis of this review, I propose a new way to understand
epistemic justification. It is my contention that the concept of epistemic
justification may be so technical that it is not guided by the intuition
of justification (as there is none) but rather constructed artificially in
accordance with what we think is needed for a true belief to become
knowledge. What we need is truth conduciveness and, if a true belief
is acquired by chance and/or maintained by chance, ways to get rid of
relevant accidentality are involved. Thus I think that a belief should be

evaluated as being good in the phase of both its acquisition and its
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maintenance in order to see if it qualifies as knowledge. A good belief
in its acquisition phase may well be a belief produced by a reliable belief-
forming process so that we can secure the truth-conduciveness. I
suggest that a good belief in the maintenance phase can also be
evaluated in an externalist’s perspective so that we can eliminate the
involvement of a kind of accidentality, which in turn is a way to capture
what deontologists want to hold as being epistemically important. The
difference is that my proposal does not rely on the problematic concept

of epistemic duty.

Keywords: Epistemology, theory of justification, epistemic
justification, epistemic duty, involuntarism,

Byeong-Deok Lee, II-Hwan Rim








