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ABSTRACT

A Proposal to Understand ChoiHan-Ki:
From the Point of View of Modernity and Science

Kim, Seon Hee

Modern knowledge in East Asia, triggered through the Western
world, could not be transplanted in an independent and coherent form.
Western scholarship, separated from its original context, could only gain
new values in the new sphere of scholarship of East Asia with its own
values and philosophies. . The study of Choi Han-Ki’s reception of
Western learning, especially of Western science, should be approached
in this context.

This paper proposes a way to understand and estimate Choi Han-Ki’s
philosophy and ideology in relation to Western learning. Within the
pre-existing approaches of his philosophy, he has been generally
recognized as a pioneering philosopher for his time for introducing and
connecting Western ideologies to those of the East. However, on a more
precise level of evaluation level, he has been regarded as rather an
unsuccessful philosopher who merely introduced isolated information
without being equipped with proper intellectual resources and sufficient
training to understand Western science. He was called either as a
‘scientific philosopher who accepted the modern view of the universe,’
or ‘a through and through empiricist,” or even ‘a heteromorphic
camera.’

Yet, Choi Han-Ki as a person grew up during the Confucian Chosen
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was not able to understand that the scholarship he accepted was
‘modern science’ and its ideological resources had been evaluated at
the level of modernity in the West. Moreover, in the concept of
‘experience’ that he emphasized, the idea of a metaphysical entity that
cannot be experienced was also included. Therefore, an evaluation of
Choi Han-Ki, who did not have a conscious aspiration for modern
science and did not aim to understand and introduce Western modern
science itself into the East, may involve labeling him with ‘modernity’
or with an evaluation method that uses the understanding level of
Western science as its standard, would only lead to forejudge his
strategy and goal from the contemporary point of view. In this context,
one proper way to understand his philosophical configuration is to start
with the question of why he wanted to introduce Western science.
His attempt to import various Western science might be best
evaluated in the light of his configuration for a universal science,
‘Ghi-Hak.” He attempted in Ghi-Hak to build up one complete view on
the world with its systematic subdivisions, utilizing all the ideological
resources he could during his time, including Western sciences.
Therefore, the evaluation of his philosophical details should be done
within the system he aimed to build up as well as the inner connection

logic between ideological resources that form the details of the system.

Keyword: Choi Han-Ki, Western learning, Western science, Ghi-Hak,

Gi-chuk-jae-eui, universal science, empiricism.



