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ABSTRACT

Daoijiao and Shushu in Changing Classification

System and Daoist Scriptures in Medieval China

Kim, Ji Hyun

This paper aims to explore the development of Shushu (i.e., “numerical
methods”) and Daojiao (i.e., “teaching of way”) in the ancient and early
medieval Chinese taxonomic classification. Drawing special attention to
early Daoist scriptures around the time when Daojiao first appeared in this
classification system, the paper also intends to delve into the Daoist
adoption of Shushu in such areas as cosmology, soteriology, and practice.

Most, if not all, of the modern scholars of Chinese studies did not
investigate Shushu and Daojiao until they reconsidered the Chinese way of
thinking under the aegis of recent critiques of rationality. In particular, a
cultural approach provides fresh insight into Shushu and Daojiao as areas of
research. Nonetheless, the dichotomy between science and magic, still
prevalent in academia, makes it difficult to have a proper understanding of
Shushu as a comprehensive category, since Shushu includes various areas
such as astronomy, calendar system, astrology, and numerical methods for
prediction (e.g., divination and Fengshui).

A brief historical survey of the relationship between Shushu and Daojiao
demonstrates that they as cultural entities have oftentimes overlapped each
other. This survey points to an ambiguous distinction between Shushi (i.e.,
“master of methods”) and Daoshi (i.e., “master of way”) at the outset, and

also brings to light changing perceptions of Shushi and Daoshi throughout
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the development of ideas and religious and cultural traditions in medieval
China.

Keywords: Taxonomy, Classification system, Shushu (numerical methods),

Daojiao (teaching of way), Cosmology, Soteriology, Practice






