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Penetrating Wounds of the Heart
i ' ——Report of 3 Cases—
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Fig. 1. Case 2. (1) (2): Needles and (3): Pneumo-
thorax.

Fig. 2. Case 2. Arrows indicate the shadow of
needles.
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ABSTRACT

Penetrating Wounds of the Heart
—Report of 3 Cases—

Chong Whan Kim, M.D. Young Pyo Han, M.D.,
Kyung Phill Suh, M.D. and
Yung-Kyoon Lee, M.D.

Department of Thoracic Surgery, College of

Medicine, Seoul National University

Recently experienced three cases of penetrating
cardiac injuries were reviewed.

The first case was a traumatic interventricular
septal defect confirmed by right heart catheteriza-
tion. Systolic murmur with thrill along the left stermal
border, followed by the rapid progression of con-
gestive heart failure, appeared during his convalescent
period after successful cardiorrhaphy of myocardial
stab wound. The foreign bodies in thorax and heart
was removed by early thoracotomy in the second case
who had introduced three needles into her chest in
an attempt for suicide. And the last case was a
stab wound of Ieft thorax treated by early replacement
of blood volume,
thorax, and prompt cardiorrhaphy on the left ventricle

closed tube drainage for hemo-

successfully.
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