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ABSTRACT

Meta-theoretical Debates in International Relations Theory and
the Prospect for Reflective Theory

Chaesung Chun | Seoul National University

This article deals with an important debate regarding the priority of two meta-theoretical
elements: ontology and epistemology. Constructivists such as Alexander Wendt, based on
major arguments of the scientific realism, argues that the existence of important elements
such as international political structure and state remain beyond controversy. Empiricism
and post-modernism posit that representations and linguistic structures construct and
frame the reality, thereby negating the possibility of the existence of the subject matter of
international relations.

Based on the importance of embodied cognition, and phenomenology of philosopher and
sociologist such as Edmund Husserl and Alfred Schutz, this article argues that the debate
dividing the ontology and epistemology is wrong-headed. Also it argues that we need to
enhance theorists’ reflectivity and also the ability to build empirical theories which can

evade the pitfalls of positivism in the field of International Relations.

Keywords: international relations theory, ontology, epistemology, reflectivity,

constructivism, scientific realism, positivism, empiricism, post-modernism





