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<{Abstract>

Heresy or Korean Christianity: The
Religious Movements of the Unification
Church, the Olive Tree Movement, and

the Yong Moon San Prayer Mountain

Kim Heung Soo (Mokwon University)

The Unification Church, the Olive Tree Movement, and the Yong
Moon San Prayer Mountain were the well-known religious movements or
“special evangelistic movements” since 1950s in the Korean Churches. By
this is meant evangelistic movements under lay leaders, accompanied by
special signs. It operated on a scale out-doing the evangelistic activity of
the regular church and was in opposition to the established church. Na
Oong Moung at Yong Moon San and Park Tai Sun in Seoul began a
miracle-working type of evangelism. Above all, the Unification Church, the
Olive Tree Movement were experimental in their interpretation of the
scripture and new ritual. They were attacked from the established
churches because of their assertions of messiah(Moon Syung Noon, Pail
Tae Sun) or the affirmative sermons on Korean traditional religions(Na
Oong Moung).

This paper investigates the historical roots of the Unification Church,
the Olive Tree Movement, the Yong Moon San Prayer Mountain, and their
religious experiments in theology and ritual, which made the groups be
attacked as heretics. Judging from traditional Christian doctrines, their
theological imagination was incomplete and heretical. Their theological
imagination, however, could be evaluated affirmatively in their theological
construction based on their own religious experiences and the Korean
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traditional religions.

Key Words: Unification Church, Olive Tree Movement, Yong Moon San
Prayer Mountain, Sun Myong Moon, Park Tae Sun, Na
Oong Moung, Kim Sung Do, Kim Paek Moon, heresy,
change of blood





