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<Abstract>

Hand of God: the Appearance of an
Invisible God

Sungduk YUN (Center for Religious Studies, Seoul National University)

Ancient Israelite religion is commonly known to be monotheistic,
which is the origin of the three monotheistic religions of the world. Ten
Commandments illustratively ban to create any image [or religious service,
This view is formed, however, largely on the basis of some descriptions
from the Hebrew Bible. Closer reading of the text and the analysis of
archaeological finds offer different situation that some lIsraelite individuals
or groups had no problem to serve the Israelite God together with other
gods or images. Wall paintings of the synagogue at Dura Europos are
another examples [or the state of affairs. Jews of the international center
of commerce showed their faith was little related to the radical ban of the
Hebrew Bible, but freely emploved the paintings to adapt to the new
cultural setting of their world and to encourage the members of the
synagogue to keep their Jewish identity. Religious paintings with the hand
of God were not sacred objects for them but expressions of God's
salvation and their hope [or the future.

Kev Words: Ancient Israelite Religion, lconoclasm, Dura Europos,

Synagogue, the Hand of God





