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A Study on the Acceptance and Pattern of Contraceptive
Use in Korean Women
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Table 1. The Current Exposure Status of All Ever-Married Women

[N SN

Under 24yrs 25~34yrs 35~44yrs 45yrs & more All ages(%) N
Fecund Women 71.3 78.3 67.7 18.4 66.3 3,593*
Not Fecund Women 0.9 7.4 30.2 81.4 23.8 1,290
Infecund 0.2 1.5 13.8 55.4 12.3 668
Widowed, Divorced & Separated 0.5 2.1 9.1 21.4 6.8 368
Sterilized 0.2 3.8 7.3 4.6 4.7 254%
Currently Pregnant Women 27.9 14.4 2.2 0.1 9.9 537
All Women 11.2 41.5 3.9 12.4 100.0 5,420
(3.8470*
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Table 2. The Current Practice of Fertility Regulation by Age of Women and Number of Living Children

Number of living children

All Parities

Age N
0 1 2 3 ¢ & @)
Under 20 26.3 10.5 - — - — 17.9 39
20~24 18.1 13.9 28.3 23.1 - — 18.7 39
25~29 15.8 18.8 44.3 42. 4 33.8 60.0 3.9 913
30~34 — 22.4 57.1 56.9 50.2 49.5 50. 9 930
35~39 — 33.3 59.7 67.6 68. 4 52.7 60. 3 858
40~44 - — 62.1 45.9 64. 1 5.3 52.1 557

45~49 - — 50.0 60. 0 39.3 45.5 45.2 155

All Ages 16.1 16.9 46.9 53.8 56.7 49.7 45.7 3,847
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Table 3. The Current Practice of Fertxhty Regulatlon by Level of Education and Number of Living Children

Level of Education 0 1 2 3 4 1.{}501.8; All ?ir)mes N
No schooling — 17.6 27.9 55.7 51.6 42.4 44. 7 640
Primary school 4.0 11.3 41.0 48.1 54.6 51.6 43.4 2,002
Middle school 20.5 17.9 45.0 59.0 66.7 76.4 45.2 626
High school 32.5 21.7 64.5 62.2 70.4 75.0 53.4 446
College or University 25.0 45.5 67.3 77.8 71.4 70.0 62.2 127
Total 16.1 16.9 46. 9 53.8 96.7 5.7 3,841

* Excluding 6 cases which were not stated among all eligible women.
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Table 4, The Current Practice of Fertility Regulation by Contraceptive Methods and Number of Living Children

No. of Steril N Ctiirrengl ‘Not
o . terili- With- . used (all current
h}‘:'l]]:ig Pill 0D Condom 7ation Rhythm drawal Others Methods)  used N
e L R O (%) -
Under 2 8.0 6.2 6.6 3.1 5.1 2.4 1.0 32.4 67.6 1,381
3 12.4 11.3 8.2 8.5 7.7 4.3 1.4 53.8 46.2 840
4 13.6 4.0 7.3 9.3 7.1 3.3 2.1 56.7 43.3 737
5 & more 12.3 13.3 5.2 8.1 4.9 4.0 1.9 49.7 50.3 889
All 11.0 10.4 6.8 6.6 6.0 3.4 1.5 45.7 54.3 3,847
Table 5. The Pattern of Contraceptlve Use in All Ever -Married Women by Number of lemg Chlldren
Never User Ever User
No. of o Current
living  Intends I)'O(::ngm II:isfiedcouwnd Sub In open In last Earlier Sub- User N
children  future ' . total op closed T Infecund total (%)
future divorce & (%) interval ¢ | interval (%)
use use separated @ 1nterva @
Under 2 28.1 20.1 11.8 60.1 2.2 9.2 6.0 0.8 18.2 21.7 2,075
3 15.6 6.6 9.0 31.2 4.9 10.2 7.6 2.9 25.6 43.2 1,046
4 10.6 6.2 12. 4 29,2 3.9 8.3 9.4 57 27.3 43.5 966
5 & more 9.5 7.3 20.1 36.9 4.3 7.7 9.3 8.6 29.9 33.2 1,333
All 18.0 11.9 13.5 43.4 3.5 8.9 7.7 4.0 24.1 32.5 5,420
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Table §. Length of Open Interval by Use of
Contraception and Age of Women

7X11 Cul‘l;;lﬂ y

Age women used & hllfs‘;edr N
g ( ever used h
months) (months) (months)
Under 24 yrs 11.5 19. ¢ 9.6 342
25~34 yrs 25.2 34.8 17.5 1,688
35~~44 yrs 68.9 77.8 55.8 1,272
45 yrs & more 106.2 110.8 103.1 124
All ages 43.0 56.6 30.7 3,426%

* Response women are not including sterilized women.
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Table 7. The Pattern of Contraceptive Use in Married Fecund Women by Children Preference

Children Never Uber 3 Ever User Current
Intends Does not (%) User N
preference future use intends All{%) ¢ (%)
B o v future use o
Desired size<{Actual size 11.9 9.0 20.9 28.4 50.7 1,435
Desired size=Actual size 17.9 11.6 29.5 22.8 47.7 1,291
Desired size>Actual size 34.9 22.1 57.0 18.2 24.9 1,624
All 22.3 14.7 36.9 22.9 40.2 4, 350%
* Excluding 34 responses who were not stated among 4,384 married women.
#* 4 350 fecund women are including 537 current pregnant women.
Table 8 The Pattern of Contraceptwe Use by Desire for Chnldren in the Future
Desire for Never User Ever User Currert
Hild Intends Does dnot AL Y (%) ?ie;’ N
children intends % %
e future use  fyrure wse o o
Want more children 44.3 25.3 69.6 17.3 13.1 1,191
Does not want any children 14.1 10.1 24.2 25.0 50.9 3,140
Undecided 9.3 51.9 61.1 27.8 11.1 a3
All 22.3 14.7 37.0 22.9 40.1 4,384
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Table 9. The Pattern of Contraceptive Use According to Future Want More Children or Not

Current User

“}{ﬁ[?jt more Not curgent YR i n i N
_7(: ildren user(%) n)iwgé(}ai?c?ent n&zﬁlcolgnt All (%)
Future want more children 83.9 4.2 11.9 16.1 971
Future does not want children 4.1 12.3 43.6 55.9 2,856
Future undecided more children  70.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 20
All women 54.3 10.2 35.5 45.7 3,847
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Future birth

Future birth
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A Study on the Acceptance and Pattern
of Coniraceptive Use in Korean Women

Eung Ik Kim
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The individual survey in 1974 Korean National
Fertility Survey, based on 5,420 ever-married women
in the ages 15-49 a subsample of the ever-married

in the household
survey, provides the basis for much of the analysis

women in these ages enumerated

presented in this paper, dealing with pattern of con-
traceptive use as related to background variables.

1. The surveyed women’s current degree of expo-
sure to risk of conception is defined by a composite
varible referred to as “exposure status” in this study.
two-third of all

married women 15-49 are“exposed” in the sense that

By the definition employed, ever-
they are currently married, not pregnant, and free of
fecundity impairments. About 10 per cent of all sur-
veyed women reported being currently pregnant. Fe-
cundity impairment accounts for 11 per cent of those
who were childless. Fecundity impairment generally
increases with age.

2. Current use of contraception was examined for
those women wha are fecund and exposed to the risk

of conception, thus

excluding the unmarried, the

currently pregnant, and those with reported fecundity
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impairments other than voluntary sterilization (either
vasectomy or female sterilization) for contraceptive
purpose. Of the 3,847 exposed women,who comprised
71 per.cent of the ever-married subject to the indi-
vidual survey, 46 per cent reported current use of
contraception, including sterilization for contraceptive
purposes,

Current use is related quite strongly to the sex com
position of the family, Korean couples are not likely
to be using contraception much unless have at least two
children. In short, the desire for at least two children
still exerts a major influence on Korean fertility be-
haviour. The pill (24%) and loop(23%) are the most
popular methods in current use, together comprising
half of all use. Condom (15%) and rhythm (13%)
follow inorder but are used more by those with small
rather than large familes.

3. The respondents in the survey were classified
by “pattern of contraceptive use,” which combines in
a summary fashion several variable examined separa-
tely such as current or past use of contraception and
a few new variables such as future intention to use
among those who never used so far. In this analysis
was restricted to the future intentions of the currently
married, fecund never-users. Overall, 60 per, cent of
them stated an intention for future use, with no var-
iation by current family size.

The mean length of the open birth interval for the
currently married, fecund women with at least one
live birth is 86 per cent longer for those who report
ever use of contraception in that interval as compared
to those who report no use (56.6 months vs. 30.7
months).

4. More than half (56%) of the exposed women
who want no more children (comprising ahout 22 per
cent of all ever-married women in the sample) were
not currently using an efficient contraceptive method.

The relative size of the group of women who might
be given special attention in the family planning
programme because of their obvious need for family
planning is measured by the proportion of all cur-
rently married women who state that they do not want
any more children but are not currently using an
efficient contraceptive method though exposed. About

a third of all currently married women in the ages
15-49 fall into this category.
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