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ABSTRACT

Self-examination of Consciousness and Our

Contribution in Hegel’s “Phenomenology of Spirit”

Kang, Soon-Jeon

In the introduction of the “Phenomenology of Spirit,” Hegel presents
his plan on the science behind the experience of consciousness. He
illustrates the experiences of consciousness under the aspect “for
consciousness” and “for us” (philosophers). The self-examination of
cognition is described in the former perspective and our observation of it
from the latter point of view. According to Hegel’s plan, these two
aspects should not be confused with each other. Under this requirement,
the plan of the “Phenomenology of Spirit,” which tries to justify the
science through the self-examination of consciousness, can be
successfully put into effect. Some statements in the introduction are,
however, so ambiguous that some suggestions of the interpretation in the
research literature deviate from Hegel’s intention. Through the critical
discussion of these interpretations, I will show that Hegel’s distinction
can be made consistently in his depiction and that his plan is realized
successfully. For this, I will prove against some interpretations that the
reality of the object must be secured for the self-examination of
consciousness. I claim also that the “reversal of consciousness” is not a
contribution from us, the philosophers, but a dialectical characteristic of
the experience which is made by consciousness itself and that the

philosopher should just witness this “reversal.”
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