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A Comparative Study on Foreign Policies of Thailand
_Between Balance and Bandwagon

Lee, Dong-Yoon
Department of International Relations, Silla University

The purpose of this study is to explore the Thailand's foreign policies against strong powers'
external pressures in the period of modern and present, and to analyze these policies in the
perspective of ‘balance” and ‘bandwagon.” In the colonial period by Western powers, Thailand
could kept the sovereign rights and independence by allying with Britain and containing France
between two strong powers, who divided and occupied the mainland of Southeast Asia. Although
Thailand had entered into discriminatory relationship and lost nearly half of territory by admitting
various demands of Britain and France, but had been guaranteed independence by making the
buffer zone and maintaining the balance of power between two strong states. The other hand,
in the period of World War 11, Thailand could kept the independence by allying with Japan, who
had been risen new strong power in East Asia and bandwagoning on the Japanese Great East
Asian Co-prosperity. Although Thailand has been situated in opposite of the Allies by concluding
the offensive and defensive treaty with Japan and supporting the Japanese military demands,
but had taken back lost territories from Britain and France. In conclusion, in each period of colony
and World War 11, Thailand's foreign policy lines were classified into ‘balance’ and *bandwagon,’
but these two styles of foreign policy all together had attained its policy objects as a policy choice
for maintaining the sovereignty and independence among strong powers.

® Keywords

Thailand, foreign policy, small power state, balance policy,
bandwagon policy

Abstracts 221



