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International Relations of East-Asia and Change of Confucian Norm
_Choson and Tribute System during Transition of Ming-Qing Dynasty

Shin, Bongsu
Reserch Professor of Chinese Studies Institute, Korea University

International norms seems to change over time through their "life-cycle”, that is, emergence,
diffusion and decline. But we do not fully understand how and why they evolve as they do. Scholars
studying of norm change respectively explain the reason based on evolutionary approach and
legitimacy approach. The former made draw an analogy of between genes and norms, but the latter
was dependent on a need for international legitimation.

While the traditional international relations in East Asia have been explored by tributary system
based on old-age Confucian ideology, that is, the distinction between /wa(Chinese)- y7(Barbarian),
this paper based on the research outcome of norms change explore how the change of Hua-yi
norm has influenced over the tributary system. For this, this paper examines the change of 17th
Century tributary system during transition of Ming-Qing dynasty based on legitimacy approach.
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Abstracts 257



