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A Study on the Historic Meaning of Chosun Tongsinsa
_An essay for Coexistence, Co-ownership, and Co-prosperity

Son, Seung-Cheul
Department of History, Kangwon National University

This study investigates the historic meaning and symbolism of Chosun Tongsinsa. Chosun
Tongsinsa were the Korean diplomats who played an impartant role in transforming the Japanese
pirates raiders - waegu ; plunders of the East Asian waters- into peace envoys leading to the period
of good-neighbor for 200 years in the early Chosun period. And they contributed to end the Imjin
War which led the late Chosun period of 260 years to the era of peace.

Founded in 1392, Chosun made a good-neighbor contract with Japan based upon the premise to
follow the hierarchial order with Myung dynasty in its center. Upon this, Chosun and Japan opened
an era of coexistence by international exchanges of Chosun Tangsinsa and by improving various
systems.

The term "Tongsinsa" means an ambassador who communicates with each other in trust and
practices this trust.

Although there were period of betrayal of the good-neighbor relation due to Imjin War by Poongsin
regime, the relationship restored through Tongsinsa. And the countries prepares a place for
cultural exchange through coming and going of Thongsinsa. For example, many writers, artists
and doctors visited Japan to discuss learning, to exchange the poets, to transfer artistic style of
Chosun and to hand down medical knowledge. In this sense, Tongsinsa used to be called
"Hanryu(Korean Wave) of the Chosun dynasty"

Today, the uncomfortable relation between the countries continues due to Dokdo and History
textbook matters. 2010 is the centennial of the Japanese occupation. But the two countries still
have repeated the conflicts without resolving the tragic past problem. At this point, the relationship
that 'Chosun Tongsinsa' made for 500 years has its own historic meaning. If the experience of
historic coexistence that Chosun Tongsinsa developed can be owned together today, one may hear

the message of co-prosperity in the future.
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