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Military Strategic Changes and Continuances of the British Empire
in terms of the Termination of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance

Yoon, Jung-Hyun
M. A. Student in Department of International Relations, Seoul National University

This research studies the termination of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance in the British security
strategy after World War | and aims to search for its implications. Previous works dealing with
the end of the Anglo-Japanese alliance have generally explained it from the perspective of the
balance of power.

From the late nineteenth-century to the Washington Conference held in 1921, Great Britain made
every efforts to improve the security on her far-flung empire. Both formation and abrogation of
the Anglo-Japanese alliance reflect this framework of British military strategy to strengthen the
Empire's security in the global level, let alone in the regional level.

The end of the Anglo-Japanese alliance was resulted from Great Britain's strategic choice
considering complex security both in the global and regional level, rather than by the rapid
deterioration between the two countries.

The strategic considerations presented by the departments of the British Administration reveal
how the country tried to solve this military dilemma. In other words, the British Administration
should bear in mind the simultaneous effects of military measures for the regions at issue on other
regions and on the entire Empire and apply the military policy differently to the core region and
to the non-core ones divided according to the strategic priority.

During the Washington conference, Great Britain had changed the offensive principle of
‘Two-Power standard' based on its naval supremacy to the 'One-Power standard'. It showed that
the British Empire could flexibly change its principles of the strategy if it were considered
inappropriate to its situation.

And at the same time, Great Britain sought to retain the controlling power when it comes to the
vital issues to the entire Empire. Therefore, the termination of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance could
be one of the cases showing the change and continuation of the British Empire's military strategy

as a global unity.
® Keywords

British Empire, Anglo-Japanese alliance, Washington Naval
Conference, four power treaty, limitation of armaments
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