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International Politics of Inter-Korean Relations

Hwang, Jihwan

Department of International Relations, University of Seoul

Inter-Korean relations is international politics. It regards inter-Korean relations not only as an independent
variable but also as a dependent variable for international relations. The former means that inter-Korean
relations can transform international politics because two Koreas are important actors in international
arena. On the contrary, the latter means that inter-Korean relations can be strongly influenced by the
changing international politics. This article seeks to compare these two causal paths and analyze the
influences of inter-Koran relations and international politics on the Korean peninsula. It will examine how
the internal efforts for the ‘Koreanization of the Korean issue" had been constrained by the overwhelming

influences of international relations.

*Key words
inter-Korean relations, international politics, North Korean nuclear issue, Koreanization

of the Korean issue
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