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iverse movements in the field of International Relations theory from
Dthe late 1980s have produced many turns, such as historical turn,
historical sociological turn, linguistic turn, psychological turn, post-modern
turn, critical turn, and post-Western turn, all of which tackle the issue of
overcoming epistemological positivism. Theories in this trend criticize posi-
tivist epistemology emulating natural science, reformulate ontological basis
of existing theories, and reflect upon axiological basis of current value-free
theories. Lively debates result in theoretical pluralism, epistemological
eclecticism, or even the “end of IR theory”, which do not fullfil the purpose
of creating new metatheoretical basis to deal with current international af-
fairs in the 21st century.

This article, with the notion that comprehensive philosophical
review of post-positivist epistemology is needed, purports to study Ed-
mund Husserl’s phenomonological epistemology, and embodimentalism
which is based upon cognitive science. Husserl initiated the philosophi-
cal movement to criticize positivism which was later succeeded by other
hermeneutical philosophers such as Martin Heidegger and Hans-Georg
Gadamer, existentialists, and postmodernists, and many points of his criti-
cism have implications for international relations theory. This article also re-
views recent theoretical efforts regarding practice turn, and psychological

turn against this backdrop, which is followed by some considerations on
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