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specific nature of the Cold War in Africa can be characterized by
Aits dynamic interaction between US-Soviet power competition and
newly born African states leaders’ strategic instrumentalization of two su-
per powers in order to achieve their own political goal in the postcolonial
context. In other words, the strategic interests of African leaders were
more direct causes which determined the nature of Cold War in Africa in

comparison with relative influence of competition of the two super pow-
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ers. To analyze and understand the specificity of African Cold War history
one needs to focus more on dynamic inter-relations between top-down
power imposition by super powers and bottoms-up strategic interactions
implemented by African local actors. To do this analysis, the concept of
agency which implies actors' capabilities of action and disposition to act
such as discourses, norms, story etc will be mobilized as the central meth-
odological concept. In our study here, we will analyze Ethiopia’s Cold War

between 1974 and 1977 to demonstrate African character of Cold War.

KeywoRrps ‘@ Cold War, OF=2|7} Africa, O|E|2|0} Ethiopia, OF=ZE2|7} Et
AlBIX|A|Z| post-colonial period in Africa, 0fl0|MA| agency, 4ZFZx5} 0|2
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