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ABSTRACT

A Philosophical Journey of the City-Building Speech:

Plato’s Republic and Self-reflective Reason

Sooenn Park | Kyungnam University

This paper suggests that the city-building narrative of Plato’s Republic doubles as
a narrative of self-discovery by the philosophically inclined reason of its own innate
limitations regarding philosophical knowledge. The city-building narrative of the
Republic culminates in Socrates’ radical suggestion that political power and philosophy
should coincide. Socrates completes this radical argument by characterizing the
philosophers as those who come to the contemplation of the idea that no longer lends
itself to rational discourses performed in the manner of the city-building speech shared
between Socrates and his young interlocutors. The final philosophical knowledge
depends on what Socrates calls, in contrast to rational deliberation (dianoia), noésis—a
deeply individual and fundamentally ineffable experience of cognition. Therefore, even
as the city-building speech completes its argument for the beautiful city, kallipolis,
where philosophers rule, the speech itself is revealed as an inappropriate medium for
such cognition as it proposes to be the end of philosophy. The Republic presents us a
philosophical journey of a rational speech that reaches a self-reflective understanding

of the end it cannot but at once aspire to and fall short of.

Keywords: Plato’s Republic, logos, noesis, poetry, democratic ethos





