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Abstract

The Meaning of Time, Memory and
Existence in TV Dramas

Yang Sungood

In order to understand television drama, the understanding of the
medium properties of television should be determined first. Based on this,
it is necessary to understand visual images in common with and different
from films and different linguistic structures from plays. ‘Perception’ is
associated with this understanding process in common. Here we focus on
the perceptional problem of television drama.

Temporality is one of the basic characteristics of television drama in
that characters live similarly to the passage of time perceived by viewers.
Conversely, the time in television drama stops at a certain point of an
indefinitely continued event. Then, the event and television drama are
also forgotten. This is the meaning of everyday events and everydayness
(Alltaglichkeit) of television.

Time Consciousness is based on memory, and memory is innate human
consciousness. Memory forms the present, and images are buried in
the past. In other words, the ‘present’, a series of ‘now’, is formed by the
recurrent memories. Thus, television drama can be described as a form of

memory based on temporality, and the important property of television
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drama is that these memories are closely related to television viewers’
Alltaglichkeit.

Television is a window to see the world and a mirror to see ourselves.
Viewers perceive the world provided by television as their own ‘environment
(Umwelt)’ and recognize their existence while constantly recalling memory
through this world. A character in television drama is not non-being of
visual images but ‘there being (Da-Sein)’ with ourselves. Viewers as Da-
Sein are involved in Da-Sein and Umwelt in television drama. Viewers
expand their Umwelt together with Da-Sein in television drama and exist
‘there (Da)’ as existents between birth and death. The temporality of this
Umwelt, general existence of ‘Being-in-the-world (In-der-Welt-sein)’, is
Alltaglichkeit. Characters in television drama and viewers exist as Da-Sein

of ‘In-der-Welt-Sein’ ‘together’. Television drama exists as this existence.

Key Words: television drama, perception, time, memory, existence
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