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A Survey on the Bee Venom Allergy in Children of a Rural Area
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Table 1. Numbers of individuals in each grade

Grade Pupils(M,F) Bee Sting History (+) (M, F) Systemic Reaction(+)(M,F)
1 103(51, 52) 56(21, 35) 2(0,2)
2 113(59, 54) 75{39, 36) 11, 0)
3 114(55, 59) 77(40,37) 42,2
4 104(51,53) 66(38, 28) 100, 1)
b 114(59, 55) 88(40, 48) 31,2
6 120066, 54) 86(51, 35) 5(5,0)
Total 668(341, 327) 448% (229, 219) 16%%(9, 7)

* 67.1% of total pupils
** 2.49% of total pupils, 3.6% of pupils with bee sting history

Table 2. Clinical features of 16 pupils with bee venom allergy

c Sting Skin teﬁt result(v&thi?.}{erythema)
ase Age Sex Offender Site Sx.
Bee extract Control
1 13 M wasp neck gen. urticaria & angioedema 8x10/47% 32 ?
2 11 M vellow jacket abd. gen. urticaria 6Xx7/20%37 ¢
3 12 M vyellow jacket head gen. urticaria 4x5/15%20 ¢
4 11 M bumble bee neck  gen. urticaria 8x10/14x19 ¢
5 10 F wasp arm gen. urticaria 4x4/17%23 )
6 11 F ? arm gen. urticaria & dizziness 4X6/15x18 ¢
7 12 M bumble bee abd. dizziness ¢ 3
8 11 M ? arm gen. urticaria ¢ é
9 10 F ? hand  gen. urticaria ¢ &
10 9 M vellow jacket foot gen. urticaria n.d* n.d
11 8 M hornet arm gen. urticaria n.d n.d
12 7 M ? face angioedema n.d n.d
13 g F ? hand  gen. urticaria n.d nd
14 8 F 7 arm gen. urticaria n.d n.d
15 6 F ? arm gen. urticaria n.d n.d
16 6 F ? leg gen. urticaria n.d n.d
* n.d: not none
AA EHe 2o ez wbdol vEgd ASE Adxtyer EFYp(Apoidea)?] ¥ (honeybee) 3
FAH A £ "ol % (bumblebee), w4 f(Vespoidea)?] =4 (wasp),
EF OE F 9HdA S ESAY S degd u 58 (yellow jacket) 2@ 5 why (hornet) So] 2: &
2 F 630 NS ek gl F el E dode Fag Hog =Ho gled,
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£ % Agswl wRyo] sta B3} Paol#zm del.
wel B Bl Wl 3 Aols] W Fo o
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o 129H@e] e, $2lvhetel 2 468 1, 0004 Fol o o 50pge =¥ AHEe] FRD Fdo] J2vm

d# A gheb(s, 1977, %},
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—ABSTRACT—
A Survey on the Bee Venom Allergy
in Children of a Rural Area

H.B. Mcon and S.Y. Kang

Department of Internal Medicine, College of
Medicine, Seoul National University

As the first step to evaluate the prevalence of bee
venom allergy in Korea, a basic survey was done in
668 elementary school children (341 boys and 327
girls) of a rural area in Chungcheong province.
History takings and skin tests showed the following
results.

1. 448 children (67.1%, 229 boys and 219 girls)
had previous history of bee sting, and 16 children (2.4
%, 9 boys and 7 girls) had experienced systemic
reactions after bee sting, which were regarded as
bee venom allergy.

2. In children with bee venom allergy, there was
no significant difference between ages or sexes and

no remarkahle personal history of atopic diseases.

allergy in rural chlidern—

3. The symptoms of bee venom allergy were
generalized urticaria, angioedema and dizziness
probably due to vascular collapse. The sting site
were extremities, head and neck and abdomen etc.
in decreasing frequency. All the responsible bees
belonged to Vespoidea.

4. Skin tests were perfermed in 9 children using
1% whole body extract of honeybee (Apis mellifera),
and positive reactions were showed in 6. But it
was not clear that this meant the cross-allergenecity

between bee species.
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