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Bifid Sternum(An autopsy case of a complete type)
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Fig. 1. Bifid sternum. Under the incised skin the
heart(H) is located without bony coverage.
Round sternal margin(arrows) is seen. The
heart is covered completely by pericardium
which was accidentally incised along the
midline at the time of primary skin incision
at autopsy.
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Fig. 2. Bviscerated body showing multiple anomalies.
The cleft lip, flexion deformity of hands and
horse-shoe kidney are scen in addition to
bifid sternum.
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Bifid sternum—

Fig. 3. Whole body X-ray after evisceration. The
vertebral column was removed previously.

Fig. 4. Close up view of fig.2, showing the kidneys
fused in the lower poles and ureters running
anteriorly.
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—ABSTRACT—

Bifid Sternum
(An autopsy case of complete type)

Byung Doo Lee, Geung Hwan Ahn
and Je G. Chi
Department of Pathology, College of Medicine
Seoul National University

An autopsy case of bifid sternum in a male dead-
born fetus after 22 weeks of gestation in a 25 year
old mother is described.

The ste;num was split with the maximum distance
of 3cm, and was extending from manubrium all the
way down to the xyphoid process. This defect was
made of thin fibrous membrane under which normally
located heart was found with its intact pericardium.
Rib attachment to the sternum was normally made
and both clavicles were also normally formed and
connected. This patient also had cleft lip and palate,
flexion deformity of both hands, ventricular septal
defect and horseshoe kidney.
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