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<Abstract>

The Special Admission for Socially Vulnerable Students to
Lower the Entrance Barrier of Law School

Choe, Yukyong”

The purpose of the study is to examine the special admission system of law
school which assigns specific quota for socially and economically vulnerable students
to lower the entrance barrier of law school. The US-style postgraduate law school
system has been launched in Korea through legal reform in 2009. Compared to the
precedent judicial examination, however, the postgraduate law school system has
been often criticized because of its expensive tuition. As a result, special admission
was introduced as one of the affirmative actions for physically, economically,
socially, and culturally vulnerable groups. The special admission not only aims to
lower the entrance barrier of law school but also guarantee diversity of legal pro-
fessionals in the Korean society so that the post-reform legal professional training
system can enhance access to social justice and promote public trust to the legal
system.

Despite the annual cap of the law school nationwide, each law school has been al-
locating 5 to 10 percent for the special admission quota since 2009. According to
the statistics, approximately 6.14 percent of the total number of law school students
has entered the law school through special admission in last 7 years. The beneficia-
ries of special admission reached about 5.1 percent of the bar passers from 2011 to
2014. The occupational distribution extends to a wide variety including law firms,
private lawyer’s office, private sector and public legal institution, etc. Nevertheless,
the author concludes that it is too early to evaluate whether the current special
admission system is sufficient to lower the entrance barrier of law school for the

underrepresented groups in our society.

* J.S.D. / Lecturer, Seoul National University and Ewha Womans University Law School.
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Meanwhile, the study encompasses specific standards and criteria of the special
admission which have been managed by the law schools. While the relating laws
and regulations delegate all the authority to finalize distinctive standards to the each
law school, the special admission has been operated in a different and complicated
manner by distinctive law schools. Moreover, law schools are not entitled to inspect
or monitor the authenticity of the evidential documents that the applicants are
required to submit for proving their economical status.

The author emphasizes that it is inevitable to make more concrete standard based
on financial need. More sophisticated factors such wealth and educational history of
family and the applicants should be considered not to mention ‘income’. The study
also stresses that both the extent and criteria of the special admission should be
narrowed down to prevent reverse discrimination. Also, the author suggests to
establish an institution which is authorized to investigate or inspect the authenticity
of all the documents with the purpose of guaranteeing the transparency and the
fairness of the special admission process nationwide. The article consists of legal
grounds of the special admission and the specific standards (Chapter II.), empirical
approaches of the current condition and outcomes (Chapter III.), and the ram-

ifications and suggestions (Chapter IV.).

Keywords: special admission, postgraduate law school, legal professional training

system, class-based affirmative action, diversity



