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m Abstract

The Pedagogical Importance of Using Children’s Poems in
Teaching Korean Culture and Grammar to Learners of

Korean as a Foreign Language in Hong Kong

Polly Loong

The purpose of this study is to explore the feasibility and importance of
using Korean children’s poems as teaching materials for adult beginner
learners of Korean as a Foreign Language (KFL) in Hong Kong.

The study consisted of two sample lessons of reading children’'s poems
were given to a total of 21 students. Data were collected through surveys
before and after each lesson and an interview within a short period after the
lesson. As predicted, the results suggested reading children’s poems helped
the adult learners improve their understanding of Korean culture and lessened
their negative attitudes towards literary texts. The -characteristics of
children’s poems as authentic language materials also showed that poems are
a useful pedagogical tool to enhance student’s grammatical competence and
Korean cultural literacy.

In summary, this study suggest the use of children’s poems is suitable for
teaching Korean culture and grammar to KFL students. The appropriate
stage for introducing children's poems is at the higher beginner level (also

known as Level 2).

[Key words] children’s poem, Korean as a foreign language education,

Korean cultural education, grammatical competence.
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