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It was a switch-back road, gutted by the run-off of the winter storms,
and with brush beginning to grow up in it again since the stage had
stopped running. In the pockets under the red earth banks, where the wind
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was cut off, the spring sun was hot as summer, and the air was full of a
hot, melting pine smell. Rivulets of water trickled down shining on the sides
of the cuts. The jays screeched in the trees and flashed through the sunlight
in the clearings in swift, long dips. Squirrels and chipmunks chittered in the
brush and along the tops of snow-sodden logs. On the outside tums, though,
the wind got to us and dried the sweat under our shirts and brought up,
instead of the hot resin, the smell of the marshy green valley. In the west
the heads of a few cloud showed, the kind that come up with the early
heat, but they were lying still, and over us the sky was clear and deep.
(34.D
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1) Water Clark, The Ox-Bow Incident (New York: The Modern Library, 2001). ¢]
s B3 oF S of O] aF W oula,

2) AAE ARY “ZEEo] AFAEL BI/HsHA TR e HEE wAE o
o e AFA b|Zo] 1EL Zojof FrP(Peterson 243). AJE TjEEEkY] 1]

4

|

ul

_,d
re
1o
ool
=2




’V‘}—rﬂ”(ll) oA Aest=
= =T ofQl 22(Rose Mapen)E 2kl 4lo] gi7jof| 7]&o] £X] &
) A B R A ] FUSI, Z\ et 3940

PHASS ARk ol HolE elsel(Risley)e] EAfue]
okl Wk A} o4 AIISE ol Holl, gl 4l s
548 4T A5e) AP B 224 o] Baks of
S& QUARkE AP FolAm Bedom EHE & ok
o] w7t FA WAL A 242
ol Setele: slo] A/ AV} ol AoleleA) ot sk
A maAut 277 =539 W= Drew’s range)o] W#H e} 71A0]=
(Larry Kinkaid)& = l AEo] AEE AR AR (28)aL
T, BHOIAS AT AREE "W BEOlYE Aol ekl B
i ohd 7hent A8 Gl AL Aol A R

65) ERAEFAoR Husle] AT £7] 93 ¥ ot
Qbdolct. ej(Famley)ot T Eo] Fd %ﬁ?ﬁ. S ri= EE%O—E ds &
= AL ARIHoA] T AEFo| of

4>

A0l HFEE(Bartlett)2 “2-2]7}
PG4kl gttt e 2254Osgood), ERE], T12]il glojy|
ZQ} Zro| FAE] Uskx] ¢k WE WiAk= 5L gtk B kT
A3t BRSO o Hi-g o]§(Houghton 1247-48)310] ARHESS
A= vRERlY] =27t vheAlEelAl St AR oFF il
A =TgsHAl Eefdtt.

dge AlstEof TEod AY & AARe A A LollA vdsHA =



162 olz#t

A SR ol T 49 B 4o g ol

T AN W EA W a6 gtk 4K

Aps) giskon, ofSo] o a7t ol 5] oS0l of 4
u

=5 ool B 4 Bk

None of the men he[Bartlett] was talking to owned any cattle or any
land. None of them had any property but their horses and their outfits. None
of them were even married, and the kind of women they got a chance to
know weren’t likely to be changed by what a rustler would do to them.
(39
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By God, I hate the stink of an Injun, but an Injun smells sweet
comparin’ to a railroad man. If we’d wanted to keep this country for decent
people, we’da helped the Injuns bust up the railroad, yes, by God, we
woulda. And that’s the same law you’re tryin’ to hold us up for, ain’t it—
the kind of law that'll give a murderer plenty of time to get away and
cover up, and then help him find his excuses by the book. (44)
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The sky was really changing now, fast; it was coming to storm, or I
didn’t know signs. Before it had been mostly sunlight, with only a few
cloud shadows moving across fast in a wind that didn’t get to the ground,
and looking like bumnt batches on the eastern hills where there was little
snow. Now it was mostly shadow, with just gleams of sunlight breaking
through and shining for a moment on all the men and horses in the street,
making the guns and metal parts of the haress wink and lighting up the
big sign on Davies’ store and the sagging white veranda of the inn. ... It
was a heavy wind with a damp, chill feel to it, like comes before snow,
and strong enough so it wuthered under the arcade and sometimes whistled,
the kind of wind that even now makes me think of Nevada quicker than
anything else I know. (52)
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It [Ox-Bow] was a lovely, chill, pine-smelling valley, as lonely as you
could want. Scarcely anybody came there unless there was a dry season. Just
once in a while, if you passed in the late summer, you’d see a sheepherder
small out in the middle, with his burro and dogs and flock. The rest of the
time the place belonged to squirrels, chipmunks and mountain jays. They
would all be lively in the edge of the wood, scolding and flirting. (113-114)
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Most of the men had made up their minds, or felt that the rest had and
that their own sympathy was reprehensible and should be concealed. That
was the way I felt. None of us would look at the letter. (180)
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“Most people,” he went on slowly, “all of those men, see the sins of
commission, but not of omission. They feel guilty now, when it’s done, and
they want somebody to blame. They’ve chosen Tetley.”

“If it’s anybody,” I began.

“No,” he interrupted, “not any more than the rest of you. He’s merely
the scapegoat. He recognized only the sin of commission, and he couldn’t
feel that. Sin doesn’t mean anything to Tetley any more.” (201-02)
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“I've thought of all the excuses. I told myself I was the emissary of
peace and truth, and that I must go as such; that I couldn’t even wear the
symbol of violence. I was righteous and heroic and calm and reasonable.”

He paused, and I could feel the bed shaking under his hands.

“All a great, cowardly lie,” he said violently. “All pose; empty, gutless
pretense. All the time the truth was I didn’t take a gun because I didn’t
want it to come to a showdown. The weakness that was in me all the time
set up my sniveling little defense. I didn’t even expect to save those men.
The most I hoped was that something would do it for me.

“Something,” he said bitterly. (213)
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Abstract

Civil Inattention in the Lonely Crowd:

The Violence of the Nineteenth-Century

American West in Walter Van Tilburg
Clark’s The Ox-Bow Incident

Dong-hwan Lee
(Gyeongin National University of Education)

This study examines how the twentieth-century civil inattention in the
lonely crowd is rendered into the mob violence of the nineteenth-century
American West in Walter Van Tilburg Clark’s The Ox-Bow Incident. Each
character, who feels fear of social isolation and physical violence, gets
comfort in return for his or her implicit consent of majority opinions.
Literary imagination unfolds the congregation of different character types
retrieved from the American history to illuminate the essentials of mob
psychology. The violence rises to the surface when people with their own
reasons of discontent meet together in a specific time-space. It is noteworthy
that several textual descriptions of the American wilderness show time-space
is crucial to understanding the heart of mob violence. For the purpose of
preventing tragic violence, people should not only avoid civil inattention
which blocks the shape of a mob but also seek for tranquilities of nature

which relieve personal discontents.

Key Words

Mob Violence, Justice, American West, Literary West, Westerns, Civil
Inattention, Lonely Crowd, The Ox-Bow Incident, Walter Van Tilburg Clark,
Wilderness



